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Certain evidence was v/ithheld from members of the 
'barren Cora lesion, which inveEtigated the assassination of President 
isx John F Kennedy. 

And on occasion misleading evidence wan deliberately 
fad to the commission. 

Tills was the firm conviction of tho late Senator 
Richard Russell, Democrat xm from Georgia and commission members, 
but his ff'ars ’.vent to the grave with him when ho died in January 1971 
at the age of 73, soys ILarold ?eisberg, f ormer Senate Investigator, 
author and long-time critic of tho Warren ronort, in an astonishing 
exclusive* interview with the Enquirer. 

Says Weisbergt "When I finally got the transcripts of 
the executive sessions of the committee that had been too secret, and 
which vverc declassified in February 1968, I decided to get in touch 
with Senator Russell, who I 'new had misgivings which were not 
contained in the resort. 

"I wrot*3 to the Senator’s office, and his legislative 
assistant Hr Charles Campbell called me in response . 

"Originally all of his end was by phone because I think 
the senator was worried 1 was trying to booby-trap him. He . anted to 
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able to jfcso: preserve deniability. 
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"Put towards the end he was writing me directly, ho was 
not even using his assistant, because ho saw I wasn’t about to abuse 
hie trust. 

"I was able to give Campbell certain information, and I 
war. ea: led into the senator’s office, to talk to Campbell further, I thought 

"I did not expect to 3ee tha senator, but Campbell took me 
in and introduced me. Senator Russell was walking over to tho floor (of 
tho Senate) and asked mo if I’d care to walk v/ith him. 

“And as v/e walked we talked. Russell was sa isfiod 
thoro ks±xkxKa v/as a conspiracy; satisfied that he and the other members 
had been conned on tho ballistics evidence; satisfied that the agencies - 
he didn't mention names but it was pretty clear to me that he meant CIA 
and PEI - had not told tho commission whp.t they knew about Oswald. 

"I think it’s probable that the senator thought there 
was a Red conspiracy - a view I disagree with, because in my opinion 
the real Oswald belief was decidedly anti-Com'iunist . 

“But in any event Russell was satisfied that on at least 
those throe points ho had been had. 

"At an early stage he was dubious about the value of 
Marina Oswald's testimony n just about anything, and he was quoted as 
saving that. He was convinced that the commission were never told the 
truth about the Oovralde* life together in Russia. 

"ITor did he over accept the "single bullet" theory - 
the com iasion’s contention that the sane bullet hit President termedy 
end Governor John Connolly. 
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' ! The senator formly objected to the commission's 
categorical statement that there had been no conspiracy to assassinate 
President Kennedy. 

"Ug said it gave the impression that ‘no other saersas 
living person had any knowledge’ of Oswald's plan. Ho wanted tho report 
to go no further than saying Oswald fired tho k shots that killed 

President Kennedy and wounded Governor Connally. 

"Russell raised those objections at a special executive 

session on September 13 , when tho report was xiready to go to the 
printers and the page proofs were only a week away from "being on Lyndon 



Johnson's desk. 

tstm " She reason the session was calldd was bo cause 



Russell and possibly a couple of tho other commission members were not 
in agreement with certain parts of the report, and they wanted to 
thrash that out. 

"Chief Justice Warren was determined he was going to have 
a unanimous report, so rather than allowing Russell to have an aterisc, 
and then down at the bottom of tho ongo 'Senator Russell dissents as 
follows...', a disclaimer sentence was inserted at Russell's insistence. 

"It saids 'because of the difficulty of proving negatives 



to a certainty tho possibility of others being involved with either 
Oswald or Ruby cannot be established categorically, but il there is ar V 



such evidence it has been boyond the reach of all tho invos' igativc 



agencies and resources of the Unites States 



and has not co so to the 



attention of this con- iseion' . 
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••But oven here , " says >7o i at erg , 1 Hue sell was conned. 

Tho disclaimer was only inserted in a later chanter. It was not put 
into Chapter 1, t ^ ls0 served as 

the co!»t-iinaion f s press release# So the stories that appeared in 

papers round the world hod no mention of Russcll f s fears# 

“Some years after that executive session I was able 

to give the senator infomation that really shocked hin# 

«A transcript of every meeting of the commission was 

> 

taken hy a reporter. With the exception of the first two meetings, 

Tjhooo niirrtec were taken by a reporter from the U.S. attorney’s office, 
every meeting was attenod hy the reporting firm of Ward and Paul, who 

delivered the minutes the following day, 

"But not that lost meeting on September 18. When the 

records of the payments to Ward and Paul became declassified in 
February 1368 I got copies, and there was no -payment to a court reporter 

that day, 

“There was not even a court reporter there that day • 

* But the members of the commission did not know that . They thought a 
transcript was being made for the fixture* iJo they recorded their 
objections at the mooting. They wonted to preserve their own 

reoutations and their own integrity. 

"But instead of the minutes of that meeting being 
taken down by a rexort^r and issued the next day, a document purporting 
to be minutes of the meeting, was sent out to the comission members 
on Uove---.be r 5, almost six weeks after the report was published, from 
general counsel Lea Hankin' a office. 



(more) 
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••The document v*as not the minutes of the meeting. At boot 



it was a synopsis of part of the me c t ing — whom to give leather bound 
copier, of the resort to®, a winding up of the business affairs of the 
c omission, and thing 3 like that. There wa a no mention of any objections 

being made* 

"I brought this to Senator Russell *o attention, and as I said 
before, he wan very shocked. But still he had a hope. He said that 
porhans tho national archives did have the original transcript and were 
not letting me see it. 

“I got in touch with the archives and they told me that the 

document I had - the one that had been sent from the general counsel's 

office - was the only minute of the meeting. 

"Then Eusaell realised that the record he had left for 



posterity, the record of what his beliefs were, had been destroyed. 

"Ke would never have taled about this in public. It was 
too big a scandal, and he was too dedicated to government. Government 
insiders never want scandals exposed. They will rant and rave aboux 

then privately, but they will be totally silent in public. 

"3hon tho senator finally accepted is that what I was celling 
him was the truth*, he was absolutely shaken, he could not believe it. 

"I would say the political significance of there being no 
transcript of that meeting when it was known that the members were going 
to record their objections for history and posterity was much more 
oersuasive to a politician liks Russell than all the facts I could have 

s» 



put in his hand. 
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"I cannot imagine any documentary proof I could have given 
him that could have meant ns much to a nan who had a pent Ms lifetime 
in politics* 

“Certainly it is my belief that t’ is revelation changed 
the senator. 

"I gave him the information in June of 1963. The following 
October tho Associated Press reported that the com ami cation lines 
between Presid- nt Lyndon Jolmson and Senator Russell, one of the 
president's oldest friends and advisers, had been br uten. 

"The news service said it had been more than three months 
since the two men had had a difference of opinion over a matter that. 

Russell did not oven discuss with his friends. 

"I think the significant things is that while Russell did 
not break his friendship with Johnson after he wau appointed to tho 
corn'd onion much against his wish go , the close association between 
the two men which went back almost 20 years to Johnson's freshman 
senator days was ruptured very soon after Russell discovered fcliat 

- he hdd boon duped" • 



(ends) 
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'.Vaisberg is the author of 7/hitewash, VVhltev/ash 11, 
Photogranhic VJhitewach and Oswald in N-w Orleans. He is working on 
a book tentatively called Agent Oswald. He lives in Frederick, 
Maryland. 



